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By. Download.Dead. By. Zip1. Field of the Invention The present invention relates to
managing the discovery, configuration and configuration maintenance of electronic devices,
in particular of so-called premises devices (e.g., home automation devices, alarm systems,
water purification systems, and/or security alarms), that may communicate with other
electronic devices over a network such as a wired or wireless local area network (LAN) or
wide area network (WAN). The invention particularly relates to managing discovery and
configuration of premises devices that use one or more wireless communication protocol
standards. 2. Description of the Related Art In the past, system designers have faced two
tradeoffs when designing automated systems, particularly systems that use networked
technology such as local area networks (LAN), wide area networks (WAN) and the like.
These systems generally employ “wired” or “optical” networking for configuration and
“wireless” networking for communications or data transfer. If the premise devices and/or
“users” are “wired” (i.e., wired to the network), the system can be very flexible. However,
the users must be “wired in” to the system and must use connections (e.g., Ethernet, serial,
USB, parallel) that comply with the data transfer protocol of the system. This limits the
system to a narrow range of applications and often precludes the use of wireless devices
that may otherwise be desirable for reasons of flexibility and cost. Alternatively, if the
premise devices and/or users are “wirelessly” (i.e., wireless to the network), the system may
be very flexible and portable. Wireless systems are flexible and allow users to be mobile
because the users are not connected to the system or required to be within a particular
range of the system (e.g., a server, a router, etc.). However, “wired” devices that
communicate with the network typically do not communicate over wireless frequencies.
Therefore, users of “wireless” premise devices must use a second “wired” network to
communicate with the system. In the past, there has generally been little overlap between
users of a local area network (LAN) and those of a wide area network
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